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The Montana Freemason is an official publication of 

the Grand Lodge of Ancient Free and Accepted Masons 
of Montana. Unless otherwise noted,articles in this 
publication express only the private opinion or  assertion 
of the writer, and do not necessarily reflect the official 
position of the Grand Lodge. The jurisdiction speaks only 
through the Grand Master and the Executive Board when 
attested to as official, in writing, by the Grand Secretary. 

The Editorial staff invites contributions in the form 
of informative articles, reports, news and other timely 
information (of about 350 to 1000 words in length) that 
broadly relate to general Masonry. Submissions must be 
typed or preferably provided in MS Word format, and all 
photographs or images sent as a .JPG file. Only original 
or digital photographs or graphics that support the 
submission are accepted. 

All material is copyrighted and is the property of the 
Grand Lodge of Montana and the authors.

Subscription - the Montana Freemason Magazine is 
provided to all members of the Grand Lodge A.F.&A.M. 
of Montana. 

© 2012 Grand Lodge of Ancient Free and 
Accepted Masons of Montana. All rights reserved. This 
material may not be reproduced, displayed, modified or 
distributed without the express prior written permission of 
the copyright holder. 

When reprinted, articles should note:“Reprinted with 
permission of The Montana Freemason Magazine.

Please direct all articles and correspondence to :

Reid Gardiner, Editor
The Montana Freemason Magazine

PO Box 1158
Helena, MT 59624-1158 

mtglsec@grandlodgemontana.org
(406) 442-7774 

Articles submitted should be typed, double spaced 
and spell checked. Articles are subject to editing and Peer 
Review. No compensation is permitted for any article or 
photographs, or other materials submitted for publication. 
All photographs must be identified as to who took the 
photo and the names of the individuals who may appear 
in the photo. E-mail all photos and articles to the address 
above.

About the Cover: 

Attributes of Painting, Sculpture, and Architecture. 1769 

Anne Vallayer-Coster, born 1744 in France. She apparently had no studio training under a professional, but 
rather received her training from a variety of sources.  By the age of twenty-six, Vallayer-Coster was still 
unknown with no sponsor. She submitted two of her stilllifes (one of The Attributes of Painting, and The 
Attributes of Music) to the Académie Royale de Peinture et de Sculpture, as reception pieces in 1770.  She 
was unanimously elected into the Royal Académie making her one of only four women accepted into the 
Académie prior to the French Revolution. This painting is in the holdings of the Louvre.
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Thom Chisholm, MWGM

Autumn Greetings Brothers and Friends,

 With the process of finalizing installation of officers complete, and 
the first few stated meetings logged in the minutes of our journals; it 
is time to continue our labors in our lodges. The focus of my current 
message to the craft is based on the words found in the title of this 
article.  I have adopted this saying as my motto for the Masonic year.  
These few words are actually from a small ceramic magnet that adorns 
our family’s refrigerator.  No one in the clan recalls where we came by 
this treasure, but we all agree that the meaning is extremely significant 
in the message it implies.  It is so very important that we are cognizant 
of the actions we are taking in the present, because they will create the 
legacy by which we are remembered.   This is true in our personal lives, 
and also true in our Masonic endeavors.

In our personal lives we tend to be very conscientious about our legacy as a result of our actions.  
This is due, in part, to the fact that we have had a constant source of feedback, our offspring.  Ask 
any parent, and they will confirm that their actions have a lasting impact.  A few persons may have 
regrets about some decisions, but for the most part we all strive to do what is right and instill in our 
children quality lessons that last for generations to come.  The point is we are working constantly, with 
perpetual reminders through our children, to hone our skills and make a better future.  And, even 
though it may not seem so at the time, we will be remembered by those tracks we put down.

 In Masonry, our actions also will leave markers for those that come after us to reflect on who 
and what we are.  During my visits and conversations around the state, I have tried to promote this 
idea and utilize it as a method to illustrate the necessity of quality degree work.  It is so very important 
to provide quality ritual work, because that is what we are leaving in the mind of the candidate.  The 
type of work that is necessitated by the need for a wholesome presentation of our rites can only come 
from faithful practice.  When we endeavor to practice and master our work we have satisfied the 
purpose of a Masonic lodge, and that is to perpetuate Masonry by making Masons.

 To aid in our degree work I ask this request of the lodges.  If there is access to costumes for 
degree work, please use them.  I believe this serves two purposes.  First, and foremost, it enhances 
the level of commitment of the brothers doing degree work.  That is to say, the costumes are not 
necessarily for the candidate, they are to promote a higher level of work from the degree team.  When 
we don the garments of the particular characters in the degrees it allows for a greater performance; a 
higher quality of work.  This leads one to the second purpose. Costumes provide a better experience 
for the candidate.  Therefore, we will make the lodge stronger by better degree teams and well educated 
candidates.  

 I have met with positive responses to my request throughout the fall.  At one particular 
visitation I overheard some brothers’ conversation after the meeting.  They were discussing the usage 
of costumes.  One brother was expounding on how the idea could enhance their efforts when another 
responded, “Yes, but they (costumes) smell.” To which the first replied, “I will meet you here next week 
and we will wash and clean them.”  Although I first found this a bit humorous, it played into my idea 
that it takes someone to initiate the idea to move things along.  There is no doubt in my mind that this 
lodge will meet with success in their efforts because they chose to employ a bit of gumption.  

We will be known, forever,
by the tracks we leave
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The choice to make a difference is ours, and the manner in which we do it will determine the 
fruits of our success.  The best news I have heard in my Masonic travels is the increase in degree work.   
I have tasked the District Officers with promoting and assisting with acquiring and moving candidate 
through the degrees.  I am asking each lodge to dig deep and make one more Master Mason than last 
year.  So far, I have heard of only positive remarks with regard to candidates in the degrees.  Quality is 
the key to our success.  Practicing the ritual makes the lodge stronger and provides an eager candidate 
and/or new Master Mason.  I encourage each and every Mason to find a means to join in quality ritual 
work. Montana Masonry is on the right path, we are leaving tracks that will be a solid foundation for 
the future. Let us always be remembered for the quality organization we are so proud of.

Yours in Freemasonry,

Thom Chisholm, MWGM
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                               Your 2013 Scottish Rite - Tough Mudder Team
          Alessandro Gagliardi (Mariners #67 NY, San Franciso Valley); 

Ron Martin II (Olivet #205, Sacramento Valley); 
Rob McGill (John D. Spreckels Lodge #657, CA; PensacolaValley); 
Daniel Gardiner (Helena #3, MT  & Idaho #1, Boise Valley); 
Ron Martin (Helena #3, MT & Placerville #26, Sacramento Valley)

Note: That is Not the “real” Starting Line!

Walking through the arch, participants stretched together 
(the group of pink shirts in the photo), walked further up-
hill to another area,  and from there they had to climb over 
a wall... just to get to the START chute. Not your average 
event! The event was held at North Star at Tahoe, Nevada.
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Heading down a culvert, we emerged into near frozen 
water and barbed wire. Trying  to get back out was 
difficult: there was little to no traction in the mud. We 
were told to grab ropes inside and pull ourselves. My rope 
was, of course, OUTSIDE the pipe, not in it.

The Tough Mudder organization donates a portion 
of the entrance fees to the Wounded Warrior Project. 
Thus far, they have donated over $6.5 Million. We are 

grateful to have been able 
to contribute. We thank 
all the military men and 
women, past and present, 
for their service.

DI Ron fires up the Team to take the hill.

The Team emerges and looks for more.
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The “Funky Monkey” bars being completed by 
Team member Ron Martin II, on the right. On the 
left, Team member Daniel takes a dive between 
bars 3 and 4 and decides to clean off the mud in a 
pool of water. Was it cold? Yes. Very.
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     Later, after the final obstacle (Electroshock Therapy) -- much later -- our Drill Instructor, Ron Martin, posted 
this on our Scottish Rite Tough Mudder group on Facebook: “All members showed up, so they were immediate 
winners. Subsequently, all members completed the course and we had no serious injuries, even though there was 
some blood, falls, and the affects of a massive steep climb up to 8,600’. Congratulations to Daniel Gardiner, Rob 
McGill, Alessandro Gagliardi, and Ron Martin II! Thanks for everyone’s support on this event!” 

     The goal of the event is completion. Stress on teamwork is evident everywhere. There are many obstacles not 
pictured (such as the one where we carried logs uphill). We thankfully saw few injuries (at least one broken arm), 
but more alarming was the overwhelming number of contestants taken off the mountain due to hypothermia and 
stress. We witnessed cases of shock requiring medical attention. In this, we had our DI, Ron, to thank, for setting 
our pace, keeping us motivated, and making sure we got back down the mountain together.

     A short video with interviews of the participants should be arriving soon online via our sponsor, the Scottish 
Rite, Southern Jurisdiction, who also took footage during the event, and more information will be found in their 
magazine, the Scottish Rite Journal. 

     For myself, I have a lot of good memories of the event as a whole. Stan, from the House of the Temple (the 
headquarters of the Scottish Rite, SJ) and Bros. Dusty Deryck and Hal Barker were there to support us, as well as 
Val, the Marine “mom” of our Team. But crucially for me was the sense of camaraderie on the day: it felt good to be 
there with my Brothers. I like the history of Freemasonry, discussing ethics and philosophy. Researching the ritual, 
and discussing the symbolism are things I can’t get enough of. As much as I love dressing up in Masonic regalia 
“inside the lodge,” it felt great to be “outside of 
the Lodge” in the community as Masons. 

      The diverse crowd arrived in matching outfits 
- some quite outlandish. We had a Scottish Rite  
logo with the word “Freemasons” in it on the 
back of our shirts, and a Square and Compass on  
the front.  One of the event staff, about my age, 
approached me and struck up a conversation by 
the Eletroshock obstacle upon seeing my shirt: it 
turned out he was a Scottish Rite Mason out of  
Sacramento.
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The beauty of Canada was in full bloom at this years 
Tri-Jurisdictional, held in Waterton, Alberta. Wild life 
was everywhere: driving through town mountain sheep 
were seen grazing in front yards and black bears in the 
hills outside of town; strings of horses and riders headed 
out to enjoy the splendor of the Rocky Mountains in its 
fall splendor.

The Masonic program was the exemplification of 
the Third Degree. The Canadian degree team was most 
prepared and presented a flawless work. It was most 
interesting to watch and note the subtle  and sometimes 
marked differences of Montana work and that of Canada. 
The common thread of the degree that ties us together as 
Masons could be seen through out the program.

The meals were excellent! The family hired to 
prepare the food was most diligent in every detail. Their 
entire family, teenagers, and those younger, all pitched in 
to ensure the meals were hot and plentiful. Once again, 
my best regards to them.

The final evening’s boat ride down the lake to 
transit into the United States and back into Canada, was 
without a doubt the perfect way to conclude an already 
wonderful weekend. On the journey South, the wind was 
"quite brisk" and most refreshing for those that remained 
topside. Upon arrival in the U.S., everyone disembarked 
to recover their 'land legs' and enjoy a break from the 
task of waterborne travel. The return trip to Canada 
was even more enjoyable as the wind was astern and the 
lake waters almost flat. Once the boat docked everyone 
seemed reluctant to leave as it was realized that once 
ashore, the weekend was over and we all had to return 
to our endeavors.

Very well done, Alberta!

Lewie Fletcher (52, 53, 144)
Grand Marshal

4th  Annual 2013 Tri-Jurisdictional  Grand Masters’ 
Roaming Outdoor Lodge

Virgil Rinke (153) and MWGM Thom Chisholm

Photos by Tom Davis (32)
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MWGM Thom Chisholm being received

Photos by Lewie Fletcher



  Montana Freemason                                         November 2013                           Volume 89   Number 5

Page 14

Finally, the date and time had come that many 
people had been waiting for.  September 9, 2013 
at 10:30 am was the official reopening of Bannack 
State Park, a place held dear by Masons’ and non-
Masons alike. The Masons had especially been 
invited to attend due to our support of the State 
Park and especially the Masonic Temple and school.  
Nine Masons of local Dillon Lodge No. 16 as well as 
Belgrade #68 and lodges in Texas and Nevada were 
represented among the approximately 60 people who 
attended.  Governor Steve Bullock was on hand to 
celebrate the occasion and several times offered many 
nice remarks regarding the Masons involvement in 
Bannack functions and especially our support of the 
Bannack Masonic  Temple.  Thank you, Governor 
for all your kind comments about Freemasonry.  In 
addition to Governor Bullock, representing the 
Department of Fish, Wildlife & Parks were FWP 
Director Chas Van Gendren, Region 3 Parks Director 
Jerry Walker,  Bannack Manager Dale Carlson and 
Assistant Bannack Park Manager, Tom Lowe.  Many 
members of the Bannack Association were dressed in 
period costume for the event. 

Dave Prewett, PGM and his wife Sharon came 
over from Belgrade to share in the tour of Bannack 
by Park Manager Dale Carlson.  Brother Dave was 
thanked personally by Governor Bullock for all the 
Masons’ help and support of Bannack State Park and 
the Masonic Temple in particular.  

The day was beautiful for the visit. Temperatures 
were mid sixties all day and the sun shined brightly 
which crowned the occasion for all in attendance. 
Bannack State Park is hoping to have many visitors 
this Fall to help ease the two months the Park was 
closed due to cleanup, rebuilding and making the 1862 
ghost town safe for visitors again.  

L to Rt: Brother Dave Prewett; Chas Van Gendren, 
Administrator of Dept of Fish, Wildlife & Parks; Gov-
ernor Steve Bullock;  Dale Carlson, Bannack State Park 
Manager.   Photo: F. Lee Graves

Visit the Bannack Association site on Facebook 
and see photos of the flood July 17th, as well as 
photos of Bannack the way it is meant to look with 
all its saloons, cabins, stores, the church and Meade 
Hotel, Montana’s first courthouse.  Better yet, get in 
your car and travel 24 miles South and West of Dillon 
and experience Bannack for yourself. Many of the old 
buildings are unlocked so you can visit the inside.  Ask 
a park official if you can see the inside of Bannack’s 
Masonic Lodge, built in 1874 at a cost of $1200. They 
are always very accommodating in that respect.  
Many of the original jewels and other ornaments are 
on display.  Bannack Lodge was chartered in 1871 as 
Bannack Lodge No. 16. However due to declining 
membership Bannack No. 16  consolidated with 
Dillon Lodge No. 23 in 1921.  Dillon’s Masons took 
the number of the Lodge as their own and have been 
known for over 90 years as Dillon Lodge No. 16.  

Left to Right:  F. Lee Graves, Bill Orr, Dave Prewett,  
Gov. Steve Bullock, Doug Frank, Bill Sampson 
of Texas, Tim Gore, and Brother Williams from 
Nevada. Photo: F. Lee Graves

Bannack Historic Lodge No. 3-7-77 looking at 
the West. Photo: F. Lee Graves



Page 15

  Montana Freemason                                         November 2013                           Volume 89   Number 5

For 139 years of service 
to Bannack and Montana 
Masonry, the Bannack Masonic 
Lodge has heard the rap of 
the gavel calling the stated 
meeting to order on a yearly 
basis.  However, strangely 
enough, the original Bannack 
minutes-beginning in 1871,do 
not record when the first 
meeting was held in the “new” 
Masonic Temple in the Fall of 
1874.  On September 14, 2013 
sixty-one Masons were present 
in the lodge room to open Lodge 
on the Master Mason’s degree including one brother 
who was 99 years of age and already planning to be 
at Bannack next year. The word was collected at the 
door, and about 3:30 p.m. W Brother John Ellingsen 
opened the Lodge on the Master Mason’s Degree.  

Earlier that day, activities kept the Masons and their 
ladies busy and entertained.  At 10 am a celebration of 
thanks and tribute to our departed brothers was held 
in the Yankee Flats Pavilion in the Group-Use Area. 
At 10:45 Bannack Park Manager Dale Carlson gave a

most interesting and informative power point 
presentation with 75 people in attendance in the 
Bannack Community Church.  Both video and slides 
were shown of the devastating flash flood which swept 
through Bannack July 17th.  Dale reported that in 20 
minutes, over 27 inches of mud, gravel and water had 
washed down Hangman’s Gulch taking out several 
hundred feet of boardwalk, damaging several buildings 
and completely tearing out the Assay Office and Drug 
Store, one of the older and more historic buildings 
in Bannack.  Fifteen inches of mud were deposited 
in historic Skinner’s Saloon, the headquarters of 
Henry Plummer’s Road Agents. The Masonic 
Temple and School came away with hardly a scratch. 

At noon members of Dillon 
Lodge No. 16 barbecued steaks, 
and served nearly 150 people 
for lunch. The bill o’fare also 
included macaroni salad, 
potato salad, baked beans, 
rolls and butter rounded off 
with ice cream bars for dessert.  
Following lunch, Virginia City 
historian and brother Mason 
John Ellingsen gave a talk on 
the general history of Virginia 
City and surrounding area 
and the effect the Masons 

had on bringing law and order 
to Southwestern Montana.  Also each brother in 
attendance in turn announced his name and his lodge. 
In addition to Montana, members were noted from 
Markinch Fife, Scotland; Calgary, Lethbridge and 
Alberta, Alaska; Pennsylvania; Georgia; Florida; 
California; Nevada; Washington; Texas; Utah; and 
Idaho. 

During the tyled meeting sixty-one Masons from 
North America came together in friendship. The 
ladies and families, along with the remaining Masons 
who elected not attend the tyled meeting, enjoyed 
other various planned activities while the Lodge was 
at labor. The Lodge Secretary, W. Bro. Dave Martinez 
announced that Bannack Historic Lodge No. 3-7-77 
now has 1495 members, with two more memorial 
applications requested.  Officers for the 2014 meeting 
were drawn by lot, and the date fixed at September 13, 
2014.  

Bannack Parks Manager Dale Carlson 
delivering his power point presentation in 
the Bannack Church. Photo: F. Lee Graves

MW Brother Jack D. Levitt, Past Grand 
Master of California, Senior Deacon for the 
closing of Bannack Historic Lodge No. 16,  
September 14, 2013. Photo: F. Lee Graves

Bannack School and Lodge. Photo: F. Lee Graves
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In 1813, on December 27th, also known as Saint 
John the Evangelist day in the Roman Catholic and 
Anglican churches, an extraordinary event occurred. 
After decades of operating autonomously from each 
other, two Grand Lodges in England joined together 
to form the United Grand Lodge of England, or 
U.G.L.E. as it is often referred to. It may be important 
to note that there is no record of either of the Grand 
Lodges closing down before they merged. This may 
technically mean both Grand Lodges are in operation 
in a merged form inside the U.G.L.E., and we owe our 
heritage to both Grand Lodges established in 1717 and 
circa 1751. This history may relate to the reason some 
Grand Lodges are identified as A.F.&A.M.=“Ancient 
Free and Accepted” and some are F.&A.M.=“Free 
and Accepted”. According to Brother Henry Sadler’s 
Masonic Facts & Fictions, the two groups, while 
having their differences, had never been a single body. 
Rather, the Antients evolved from Irish Masonry. 
There is a deeper history to the two Grand Lodges, 
and I encourage the brethren to seek out as much as 
they are wont to do. 

The grouping of Grand Lodges to which belong 
those in the United States are in mutual recognition 
with the United Grand Lodge of England, and get 
their charters ultimately from either the Grand Lodge 
of England, the Grand Lodge of the Antients or one of 
the preceding Grand Lodges across the Atlantic.  

The Grand Lodge of England was established on 
June 24th, 1717, on Saint John the Baptist day, when 
four lodges came together to form the Grand Lodge 
inLondon. Members of this Grand Lodge became 
known as the ‘Moderns’ by their self-identified 
‘Antient’ rivals. A group of Irish Masons formed the 
Antient Grand Lodge by Irishmen using the term 
Antient because they claimed (possibly accurately) 
their work was older than the ‘Modern’ Grand Lodge. 
The latter term of ‘Modern’ was being used as early 
as 1726, perhaps pointing to dissatisfaction with 
the Grand Lodge in London at a date preceding the 
establishment of the Antient Grand Lodge, circa 1751. 

The rivalry between the two groups is often (yet 
possibly incorrectly) called a schism, as they existed as 
two separate bodies during the establishment of each 
Grand Lodge and grew independently.  The histories 
of these two 18th century Masonic Grand Lodges 
and their autonomous development are lined out in 
Henry Sadler’s book, Masonic Facts and Fictions. 
This excellent book attempts to display why the word 
schism is inaccurate when applied to the matter.

There is a deep and rich history to all of this which 
I encourage brethren to seek out in further thought 
and study as they decide worthwhile. My intention in 
bringing only a light overview forward is to remind 
the brethren of Montana that this Bicentennial of the 
United Grand Lodge of England, to whom we owe 
our charters, is quickly coming up. 

If I may offer a suggestion, the 1813 Articles of 
Union making the agreement between the two bodies 
are just six short pages, and I believe it may serve some 
educational purpose to read and discuss all six pages 
at one of your respective lodge meetings. It is quite an 
important moment in our history and quite a lesson 
in meeting, acting, and parting as we ever should.

Establishment of the United Grand Lodge of England
Kevin N. Olson, (22)
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300th Anniversary 
of the 

United Grand
Lodge

of 
England (UGLE)

According to the “Masonic Times” Newsletter 
dated Thursday, 13 September 2012,  MW Pro 
Grand Master Peter Lowndes stated that the ExCeL 
London (Exhibition Centre London) will host in 
2017 the 300th anniversary of the United Grand 
Lodge of England (UGLE).

According to Brother Lowndes, “This is one 
of the few locations in the Country that has the 
necessary capacity and infrastructure to properly 
enable us to celebrate this once in a lifetime 
momentous event.”

As we all know, time seems to go by at an ever-
increasing rate and, with that in mind, our great 
celebrations in 2017 are not that far away. Just think, 
as the Mother Grand Lodge of the world, we will be 
the first Grand Lodge to reach three hundred years 
– what a fantastic milestone the “Greatest Masonic 
Event Ever” the 300th Anniversary celebration of 
Freemasonry. 

This will be held on 14th June 2017 at ExCeL 
London, which will by then have been truly tried 
and tested by the 2012 Olympics. Capacity is 80,000 
– make sure you book early!

ExCeL Exhibition Centre is an exhibitions 
and conference centre in the London Borough of 
Newham, England. It is located on a site on the 
northern quay of the Royal Victoria Dock in London 
Docklands, between Canary Wharf and London 
City Airport. For the 2012 Summer Olympics, 
ExCeL London had been divided into five sports 
halls with capacities ranging from 6,000 to 10,000 
that were used for boxing, fencing, judo, taekwondo, 
table tennis, weightlifting, and wrestling. ICC 
Auditorium has Seating for up to 5,000 delegates, 
, the Event Halls provide flexible space to build 
bespoke auditoria (from 1,000 to 20,000+). 

MSA HAS MOVED
The Masonic Service Association (MSA) has 
relocated to new offices, about 10 miles from the 
old office. The new office is modern, less costly, 
and will better meet the future needs of the MSA 
as it serves the Fraternity in the 21st Century.

The new address is:

  3905 National Drive, Suite 280
  Burtonsville, MD 20866

The new E-Mail address is:

  msaoffice@msana.com

The new phone number is:

  301 476-4010
  301 476-9440 (FAX)

Great Falls District Meeting
                           - Fort Benton, Nov 2, 10am-2pm

Missoula District Meeting
                           -Hamilton, Jan 18, 10am-2pm

Rocky Mountain District Meeting 
                           – Deer Lodge, Jan

Sagebrush District Meeting 
       – Miles City, May 3

CMR District Meeting 
                            - Roundup, March 22

District Meetings
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A.F. & A.M; F. & A.M.; A.F.M.; and F.A.A.M.
Grand Lodges in the United States are 

designated as “Free and Accepted” or “Ancient, 
Free and Accepted.” In addition, the Grand Lodge 
of the District of Columbia is designated F.A.A.M. 
interpreted “Free And Accepted Masons.” The Grand 
Lodge of South Carolina likewise, is written A.F.M., 
meaning “Ancient Free Masons.” There are, then, but 
four proper titles used by the Grand Lodges of the 
United States - A.F.&A.M.; F.&A.M.; F.A.A.M., and 
A.F.M. Of the 51 Grand Jurisdictions in the United 
States, 25 have Ancient descent in their title and 26 
Modern descent. Of these it is clear that 4 have their 
origins from the Ancient Grand Lodge of England 
and 1 from the Moderns. The other 46 are of mixed 
origin. 

Antient or Ancient 
This word is not used today to denote the antiquity 

of the Craft. It has special reference to the Antient 
or Ancient Grand Lodge of England which existed 
from the year 1751 to 1813. Many Masonic historians 
have called this event a “schism” but most modern 
Masonic scholars do not accept this view. A “schism” 
denotes a break or withdrawal. For many years it was 
believed that a group of Masons who were members 
of the 1717 Grand Lodge had withdrawn from it and 
formed a rival Grand Lodge. But in 1887 Henry Sadler 
in his book “Masonic Facts and Fictions” proved 
conclusively that this event was not a “schism.” 

Various reasons have been advanced for the 
organization of this new Grand Lodge. It appears that 
a number of Irish Masons residing in London were 
not permitted to visit the Lodges of London by the 
snobbish and aristocratic members of that city. These 
Irish members claimed that the London members 
were making innovations in the ritual and ceremonies 
of the Craft. It is likely that changes were being made 
in the modes of recognition to prevent visitation 
by Masons from Irish Lodges. At any rate, the new 
Grand Lodge used these innovations as an excuse 
for organizing stating that it wanted to preserve the 
ancient usages of the Craft. As a term of derision 
members of the 1717 Grand Lodge were called the 
Moderns and the members of the other Grand Lodge 
were called the Ancients. At one time the Ancients 
were known as Atholl Masons after the third Duke of 
Atholl who became Grand Master in 1771 (See Atholl 
Masons). 

As a result of these two Grand Lodges in England, 
the Lodges in Colonial America were not united 
because some Lodges received charters from one 
Grand Lodge and other Lodges from the other Grand 
Lodge. While the rivalry that existed was not healthy

for the Craft, the Ancient Grand Lodge added much 
vitality to Freemasonry and many stirring parts to the 
ritual. In the year 1813 the two Grand Lodges joined in 
a Lodge Reconciliation and became the United Grand 
Lodge of England. 

In those states where the Lodges are called “Ancient, 
Free and Accepted” they are calling attention to their 
historic connection with the Ancient Grand Lodge of 
England, to the Operative Masons of the past and to 
the Accepted Masons that were the link between the 
Craft and the Operative Craft of yesteryear. In those 
states where the word “Ancient” does not appear 
the lodges are linked historically with the “Modern” 
Grand Lodge. 

Who were the Ancients
What was the cause of their panning a separate 

Grand Lodge? This question is answered briefly above 
but the following is a more detailed description: 

(a) Throughout the latter half of the 18th century 
Freemasonry in England was divided into two 
camps bitterly opposed to one another. These were 
the Moderns (so called) who loyally adhered to the 
original Grand Lodge and the Ancients who formed 
a rival Grand Lodge in 1751. Until recently it was 
customary to refer to the Ancients as “Seceders” and 
“Schismatics” but investigation has shown that none of 
the founders belonged to any Lodge owing allegiance 
to the Premier Grand Lodge. They were mostly Irish 
Brethren resident in London. 

(b) The causes of the break were rooted partly in the 
slackness and weak administration of the Premier 
Grand Lodge at the time and partly in certain changes 
in custom and ritual which had been deliberately made 
for the purpose of excluding imposters (following the 
publication of the “exposures”). 

These changes can be stated as probably including the 
following: 

(1) The dechristianization of Freemasonry which had 
started as early as 1723. 

(2) Neglect of the days of the St. Johns (the Baptist and 
the Evangelist) as special Masonic festivals. 

(3) A transposition of the modes of recognition in the 
E.A. and F.C. Degrees. This apparently was the 
principal cause of offence. 

(4) Abandonment of the esoteric (secret) part in the 
Installation of Masters. 
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(5) Neglect of the Catechisms attached to each Degree. 

Atholl Masons - This is a popular term for the Ancient
Masons which originated from the fact that dukes 
of Atholl were Grand Masters from 1771 to 1781 and 
from 1791 to 1813 when the Ancients became united 
with the Moderns. 

The third Duke of Atholl became Grand Master 
in 1771 and his nephew, John Murray, succeeded him 
both in temporal title and Masonic rank after his 
death in 1774. The fourth Duke created something 
of a record in Masonic advancement in 1775, when 
he was initiated, passed and raised, installed Master 
of the Grand Lodge (No. 1 today) and elected Grand 
Master - all in four days. Twenty-four days later he 
was installed as Grand Master and he remained in 
that office till 1781. Ten years later he was re-elected. 
Lodges under the Ancient Constitution also became 
known as “Atholl Lodges”. 

Union of Grand Lodges - An act of union was agreed 
upon in December 1813 between the Grand Lodge 
of England (called “The Moderns” est. 1717) and the 
Grand Lodge according to the Ancient Institutions 
(known as the “Ancients” est. 1751). After separate 
existences lasting sixty years they were finally united 
under the Duke of Sussex the first Grand Master of 
the United Grand Lodge of England. 

Articles of Union - This was the agreement that 
united the two rival Grand Lodges of England in 1813. 
The articles were signed on 25th November by H.R.H. 
the Duke of Sussex, Grand Master of “The Moderns” 
and H.R.H. the Duke of Kent, Grand Master of 
“The Ancients”. The latter Masons-mainly Irish and 
Scottish had formed a rival Grand Lodge of England 
in 1751 because they objected to certain changes in the 
ritual, and customs, that the Moderns had thought 
fit to introduce. For more than sixty years they were 
bitter opponents to the original Grand Lodge formed 
in 1717. The Act of Union was finally accepted at 
a joint meeting of both bodies on 27th December, 
1813 (St. John the Evangelist’s Day) and “The United 
Grand Lodge of Antient Free and Accepted Masons 
of England” came into being-and has remained the 
sole controlling jurisdiction of English Freemasons 
ever since. 

Dr. James Anderson (1684-1739) – Dr. Anderson, 
known in later years as “The Father of Masonic 
History” was the author of the two first official 
publications of the Grand Lodge of England. They are 
the “Book of Constitutions”  issued in 1723 and 1738. 
He was the son of James Anderson, a member of the 
Aberdeen Lodge in 1670 and described as a “glassier 

and measson”. Dr. Anderson was educated at the 
University of Aberdeen, went to London and in 1710 
became Minister of the Scottish Presbyterian Church 
in Swallow Street, Westminster. He was a member 
of the original No. 4 Lodge that met at the Rummer 
and Grapes Tavern., and is now No. 4 on the United 
register, the Royal Somerset House and Inverness 
Lodge. In his first “Constitutions” he introduced 
terms derived from Scottish operative masonry, such 
as “Entered Apprentice” and “FellowCraft”. 

Laurence Dermott (1720-91) A remarkable Irish 
Freemason who was strongly opposed to the 
“Moderns”. He wrote a Book of Constitution for the 
“Ancients” with the peculiar title of “Ahiman Rezon”, 
which could be very roughly translated from the 
Hebrew to mean “A help to a Brother”. Dermott was 
installed Master of a Dublin Lodge (No. 26) in 1746 
and then went to England, where he worked as a 
commercial painter. He later became Grand Secretary 
of the “Ancients” and one record describes him as 
“the most remarkable Mason that ever existed”. He 
was a man of considerable education, and progressed 
from painting to prosperity as a wine merchant. 
But meanwhile he “improved” upon his Book of 
Constitutions and put forward four editions during 
his lifetime. Apart from being Grand Secretary, he was 
Deputy Grand Master of the “Ancients” for several 
years. 

Ahiman Rezon - A peculiar title given to books of 
constitutions (there were several) written by Laurence  
Dermott, an Irishman, who was a staunch supporter 
of the “Ancients” in early English Freemasonry as 
opposed to the “Moderns”. It is not known for certain 
what the two words stood for, but it is believed they 
meant “A Help to a Brother”, worked out very loosely 
from Hebrew. Another translation was “Faithful 
Brother Secretary”. Dermott, a commercial painter, 
was made Master of a Dublin Lodge in 1746 and 
came to England two years later. He became Grand 
Secretary of the “Ancients” and then wrote his first 
Book of Constitutions under the odd title quoted 
above. Several issues of “Ahiman Rezon” were 
published right up to the Union of the two Grand 
Lodges in 1813.

Reprinted by permission of the Grand Lodge 
AF&AM of Iowa
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Like many Masons, I am guilty of not being informed 
and aware of DeMolay, to the point where we often give 
it just a passing thought. ..oh, yeah, a Masonic youth 
group  that we have to support, give money to ...”. And 
we speak of  them as if we as Masons are doing some  
great and  noble thing by sponsoring a youth group, 
but we frequently are not inclusive of them or don’t 
make them feel welcome. Is that true everywhere? 
Probably not, but it is nonetheless a reality. 

How often have you heard or said “DeMolay is the 
future of Freemasonry.” I submit to you that statement 
is not accurate, or at best only partially true. The 
purpose- the real purpose of DeMolay is to help young 

men become better citizens. That is it, 
and I would submit to you the purpose 
is generally achieved. Should our lodges 
benefit from some, or hopefully many, 
of these young men becoming Master 
Masons. Then we have a treasure that 
we need to help to continue to develop 
as citizens, making good men - good 
young men become - better men. But 
do we have the right to expect every 
DeMolay to become a Mason? I suggest 
that based upon the young men in 
DeMolay that I have visited with, that 
each of them could help our fraternity 
become better and stronger. But should 
they chose not to become a Mason we 

have not lost because they have taken on to themselves 
much of the teaching that Masonry has to offer and 
will make our communities better. 

I have stated repeatedly that I am very impressed by 
the young men who attended Conclave, and those of 
you who know me know that I am not easily impressed. 
These young men, members of DeMolay from across 
the state, are deserving of our support, financially and 
by Master Masons participating in some capacity and 
showing by example that Freemasonry is a logical 
progression for them. 

I was pleasantly surprised and found it to be a 
breath of fresh air watching them during the DeMolay 
Degree, and in Session. They are well informed, 
intelligent, fun loving young men who are enjoying 
the crown of youth and the transition to becoming 
men. I have no doubt that the young men I saw will be 
good and decent citizens. And yes they can still make 
a poor decision but that does not diminish the virtues 
that they have learned.

I had the privilege of attending the 83rd Montana 
Chapter of DeMolay Conclave, October 18-20 in 
Lewistown. 

  Congratulations to Jacob McDonald who as State 
Master Councilor conducted a great session. (Brother 
Jacob is a member of Lower Yellowstone No. 90.)

To all the members who represented their Chapter at 
Conclave Thank You for attending and demonstrating 
why DeMolay is so important. To the Brothers from 
Friendship No. 37 and surrounding Lodges thank 
you for help. Brother Sam Whitehead  (3, 105) the 
Executive Officer and his staff ensured the Conclave 
was to be a wonderful experience.

Most Worshipful Grand Master 
Thom Chisholm had the opportunity 
to address the Montana State Chapter 
of DeMolay and spoke about the 
importance of and challenge of 
becoming better citizens. MW Bro 
Chisholm and I had the opportunity 
to also present Brother Earl Bricker 
of Friendship 37 the Secretary of the 
Year Award. Brother Earl was on hand 
to help with Conclave and it seemed 
appropriate to present the Award at 
Conclave since Brother Earl is a Senior 
DeMolay a member of the DeMolay 
Legion of Honor. 

I want to express my thoughts about attending 
Conclave; this could be summed up in two words 

                          * WOW DeMolay *.  

However, I am going to expound up that statement 
a bit more. Most of my experiences with DeMolay are 
limited to just knowing many Brothers who are Senior 
DeMolay and with limited experience with the E.C. 
Day Chapter which is sponsored by my Lodge. We 
have among us in our Lodges many Senior DeMolay 
often we don’t know it or are not aware of who they 
are; Brothers who have not only earned respect within 
our fraternity but who by their example are better men 
and Masons in part because of DeMolay. To name just 
a very few of them: Leroy Lau (150), Bob Kampfer 
(34), Bruce Lahti (34), Bruce McGinnis (5), Earl 
Bricker (37), Sam Whitehead (3), and a host of others. 
And many past DeMolay Chapter Advisors such as: 
Joe Simpson (86), Tom Lund (38), Don Slaybaugh 
(64), Dan Massey (149) and Dennis Massey (149).
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W. Bro. Frank Rice

We are are thinking of you 
and are here for you. We’ve 
got your back.  Get better soon.

Your Brothers at Helena No. 3

I observed the DeMolay from the various Chapters 
able to speak well and present thoughtful questions 
and answers and still find room for questions such as 
“What does the Fox say?” 

I believe we need to have more interaction with 
the DeMolay Chapters and not just use them or ask 
them to serve a meal or help clean up, they really offer 
much more. We do of course have the right to expect 
something from them, but it is rightfully probably 
more that they learn and reflect the teaching and 
purpose of the Order of DeMolay. 

We can do more, we can “Be There”, to help and to 
show by example. We must also remember that just 
as Freemasonry is not for everyone, DeMolay is not 
for everyone, and not every Master Mason is right 
for DeMolay.  But we can expect, but not demand 
that in becoming better citizens from DeMolay, that 
Freemasonry may be an opportunity for them to 
continue to receive and give, by the leadership they 
have learned, and the friendships that they have 
made and can continue to make. So yes, we can hope 
that the members of DeMolay will find more from 
joining the Masonic Fraternity but that is not the goal 
of DeMolay. DeMolay needs Masons to be Chapter 
Advisors but the lack of them is one that even our 
Lodges have a problem with, securing leaders for our 
Lodges and Job’s Daughters, Rainbow, OES and all the 
others.

DeMolay needs to become more visible and not 
just serve a meal or sell a pin, our DeMolay needs 
to be active and engaged with the fraternity and let 
Masons see why they support DeMolay and all of 
our youth groups. Both members of the Craft and 
the Order of  DeMolay need to understand  what is 
expected from DeMolay. This understanding cannot 
help but improve the relationship between the two 
organizations!
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Samuel W. Langhorne
19th Grand Master

Samuel Wesley Langhorne 
was born in Buckingham 
County, Virgina on January 
19, 1836. Shortly thereafter 
the family moved to  Missouri 
where he was educated 
and attended college at 
Lexington, Mo., and in 1852 
he accompanied his father to 
California. In 1863 he moved to Virginia City, and 
1865, moved to Helena which became his home, with 
the exception of fifteen years in Bozeman. 

He was trained as a druggist, working in Helena 
from 1865 to 1870 before moving to Bozeman. As a 
representative from Gallatin County he served in the 
first territorial assembly to meet in Helena, in 1876, 
and had the distinction of being chosen speaker of the 
assembly. He was also an attorney and practiced in 
the field of land and mining operations.  

On January 27, 1883, Samuel W. Langhorne 
established the Bozeman Weekly Chronicle in 
order to promote the Democratic Party. The main 
competition in town was the Avant Courier, a 
supporter of the Republican Party. He also served as 
Mayor of Bozeman. On August 22, 1883, he was one 
of the few of the privileged local citizens who were 
extended an invitation to attend the “Golden Spike” 
ceremony at Gold Creek. In 1884, he was elected a 
delegate to the constitutional convention which 
framed a state constitution, which was never adopted. 
He was appointed register of the Helena land office by 
President Cleveland in 1885, serving for four years. 

He was again chosen to the legislature in 1896, 
representing Lewis and Clark County. He also served 
two terms as Probate Judge in Gallatin County and 
two years each in the offices of Clerk and Recorder of 
the County. 

In political views, Judge Langhorne was one of the 
leading representatives of the Democratic party and 
did much to further its cause. 

He was a member of the Freemasons. In 1884 he 
served as Grand Master of Montana the and spent 
several years as chairman of the jurisprudence 
committee of the Grand Lodge. As a pioneer of 
Montana and as one who wielded a strong and vigorous 
influence in shaping the policy and advancing the 
material welfare of the state, he was held in the highest 
esteem throughout the territory and state. 

On the morning of June 16, 1885, the Grand 
Lodge of Montana Masons assembled to perform the 
ceremony of laying the cornerstone of the Masonic 
Temple in Helena. Gathering at the old Temple at 
Main and Edwards at 11 a.m., the Grand Lodge 
officers and acting Grand Lodge officers marched to 
the site of the cornerstone in the northeast corner of 
the Temple. The cornerstone laid that day can be seen 
clearly today, although it is partially obstructed by a 
wooden stairway. 

Brother S.W. Langhorne was raised to the sublime 
degree of a Master Mason in Gallatin Lodge No. 6 on 
January 11, 1873. He served as Worshipful Master in 
1876-1878 and 1882 and served as Secretary in 1879. 
He Dimitted from Gallatin Lodge No. 6 on January 
12, 1895 and affiliated with Helena Lodge No. 3. on 
February 2, 1895. Brother Langhorne served as Most 
Worshipful Grand Master of Masons in Montana in 
1884-1885. 

Past Grand Master S.W. Langhorne died at the age 
of 91. He was interred in Forestvale Cemetery, Helena, 
Montana.
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Montana Masonic College

The purpose is to help Brothers become better 
leaders, develop self-confidence, leadership skills, 
and become better able to deal others. Learning 
in a supportive and interesting fashion, in small 
teams and through on-line interaction, the content 
is purposely designed to be at a more intense 
and informative level. You will learn or fine tune 
leadership skills and be better able to practice 
them in Lodge, be better able to assume increased 
leadership responsibilities and accountability.  You 
will be provided more in-depth information of 
areas of Lodge administration, finance, reports, 
compliance and problem resolution.

The Montana Masonic College will provide 
enthusiastic and committed Masons who will be 
both facilitators and students alike from throughout 
our jurisdiction. All Lodges and Districts have the 
same issues and concerns: the Masonic College 
will help you find ways to deal with them. Please 
consider participating at one of the various sites 
where the College will be held.

More information will be forth coming. 

50 yr. pin presentation to Brother Russell E. Pickett, 
Sr. of Bigfork Masonic Lodge #150 A.F.& A.M. 
Bigfork, MT on Oct 22, 2013 by WM Michel Moore. 
In attendance were family, friends, and Brothers of the 
Lodge. Brother Russell’s wife Peggy had the pleasure of 
pinning the awarded 50 yr. pin. After the presentation 
Brother Russ gave a short history of some of his 
experiences over his 50 yrs. of Masonry.  One note of 
interest was of his original Lodge, of which he was a 
member for 30 yrs., Samaritan #98 in northwestern 
NJ, formed in 1869.When they celebrated their 
50th yr. in 1919 meals were 50 cents each for the 49 
Masons and the horse feed was 20 cents each for the 
10 horses, as some had to ride 2-3 hrs to reach the 
Lodge one way.  Cake and coffee were served after the 
presentation. An enjoyable evening was had by all as 
many had never seen a 50 yr. presentation before.  

    
by Peggy Pickett, Past Matron OES  
     Bigfork & Polson Chapters

50 Year Presentation 
Russel E. Pickett

MWGM Thom Chisholm with the “Big Book” the secret work (ritual) of the 
Grand Lodge AF&AM of Montana. The Grand Master is one of the Custodians o of 
the secret work. The Custodians are responsible for the authorized Ritualistic Work 
and lectures which have been approved by the Grand Lodge, and to preserve the 
same permitting no change therein whatever unless such change has been reviewed 
and approved. The Ritual is as important as in ages past and will continue to be 
the force that sets Masonry and Freemasons apart from other Fraternal or social 
organizations.

The Grand Master currently has a Committee assigned to review the Work and 
facilitate the combining of the Mnemonic portion of the work with the Monitorial 
section.
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In many ways, gentlemen already have their own 
sacred space, albeit under a different name: The man 
cave. The man cave is a metaphor for a space within 
a dwelling, such as a basement, garage, or attic where 
one may engage in the watching of television, billiards, 
or simply enjoy the social interaction of other men. 
The man cave is an affirmation of masculinity. It 
is decorated by men, occupied by men, and with 
certain, limited exceptions, women are not permitted 
within its boundaries. Paula Aymer, a professor of 
sociology at Tufts University, argues that the man 
cave is the “last bastion of masculinity.” “There is 
the workplace, going out with the guys, and then 
their private space at home.” (Belanger, 2005). 
Within the man cave exists the ritual of recreation. 
Men are able to re-create their own milieu free of 
the encumbrances of work and familial obligations. 

My proposal for a sacred space is similar to that 
of a man cave. I would also argue that such a space 
could exist within a man cave already established if it 
suits a Brother’s desires. However, a sacred space for 
contemplation should be free of distraction, designed 
and adorned with objects that have a unique spiritual 

or esoteric significance to the Brother, 
and consecrated as such. In this 
context, I use the word “consecrated” 
as dedicated to a specific purpose 
rather than dedicated to a particular 
Deity, although a Brother may wish 
to perform such a dedication. It may 
be simple, such as a desk and chair or 
a special rug placed upon the floor. 
A sacred space can also be ornate in 
design. No matter what is contained 
within the space itself, its significance 
lies in its purpose to the Brother. 
Within this space the Brother can 

reflect upon the ritual of the Craft, recite the lectures 
or obligations, and improve one’s self in Masonry. I 
would also add that a personal chamber of reflection 
can also afford a Brother something that is lacking 
in our modern age: silence. Other than one’s time to 
sleep, there are few other moments within the day 
where a man can exist in a state of silence. If a man 
cave aims to provide a space for a ritual of recreation, 
then a personal chamber of reflection aims to provide 
a space for a ritual of contemplation. It is a place 
where he can “hear himself think.” 

My chamber of reflection is relatively simple in 
design. It exists in an 8’ x 8’ room where I have a desk, 
chair, bookcase, a reading chair, and an end table. 

Freemasonry has always 
impressed upon the minds of 
its Brethren the imperative 
nature of contemplation. 
From the moment when 
the Entered Apprentice as a 
candidate enters the lodge, 

he is brought into the Lodge and asked to kneel and 
profess his belief. Prayer is an integral component of a 
working lodge as Brothers unite under one common 
goal of working in harmony with the blessings of the 
Great Architect of the Universe. In times past, a few 
jurisdictions employed the Chamber of Reflection 
in order to impress upon the mind of the candidate 
that one’s mortality is an inevitable aspect of his life. 
He is asked to contemplate his own death whereupon 
he endeavors to enter the celestial lodge above after a 
life of fruitful labor. The candidate is awakened to the 
understanding that time is a precious currency that 
once spent cannot be regained. In the present age, 
some lodges have sought to return to the practice of 
placing the candidate in a Chamber of Reflection to 
impress upon his mind the solemnity of the journey 
he is about to begin. (Most Jurisdictions do not allow 
or approve of this practice) Indeed, 
“It is only in solitude that we can 
deeply reflect upon our present or 
future undertakings” (Mackey, 1917).  
However, once a Brother has left the 
lodge, he returns to the world filled 
with the distractions of everyday life. 
In this brief essay, I shall propose 
the idea of a personal chamber of 
reflection, that is, a sacred space 
where a Brother might continue his 
contemplative activities outside of 
the lodge.

There a few Masonic authors in writing of 
Freemasonry that have presented  their idea of sacred 
space as an aspect of our work, and that the ritual of 
the Craft exists within a sacred space to elevate the 
experience from the mundane to the sublime. Kelly 
Ranasinghe argues that “Space in terms of ritual is very 
important, for the mere performance of a ceremony 
may create a sacred space, an area for worship, 
veneration or the transformation of the performer.” 
(Ranasinghe, 2011). William Burkle explains that 
“For the Freemason, the sacred space should be a 
continuance of the contemplative atmosphere present 
in both Chamber of Reflection and the open Lodge.” 
(Burkle, 2012).  As a society of intellectuals, Freemasons 
are philosophers who enjoy the pursuit of wisdom. A 
personal, sacred space can enhance that experience.

The Role of Sacred Space in Sublime Contemplation
Ben I. Amin (85)
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Here, I can read Masonic philosophy, work on ritual 

memorization exercises, and simply think in silence.

This space is made sacred in that I perform no 
other function in it, except to dwell in thought. There 
is no television, no radio, and nothing to eat or drink, 
except for a cup of coffee or a glass of wine that often 
accompanies me on late night reading and writing 
exercises. I can dim the lights and read by candlelight
if I so wish to do so. For some candles play an 
important role. They might also create a spiritual 
experience within sacred spaces. I also have artwork 
and objects that retain a special esoteric meaning to 
me. No matter how a Brother designs his sacred space 
it is uniquely his and no two spaces are ever the same.

In this short essay, I hope to inspire my fellow 
Brethren in seeking their own chamber of reflection 
in establishing a sacred space for meaningful thought. 
In building our own man caves of the mind we are 
creating places where we can remove ourselves from 
the everyday world to embrace the wisdom that is 
found in the teachings of our fraternity. Sacred space 
does not only have to exist in a house of worship or 
in a Masonic Lodge. Rather, it is available to every 
Brother in his own home or workshop. 
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When the Masonic Information Center (MIC) 
was created 20 years ago, one of the major 
problems it encountered with the news media 
and with the general public was the issue of 
Masonic Authority.

That issue still exists, and all Masons - particularly 
Masonic leaders - should be aware of who can, 
and who cannot, speak for Freemasonry.

It is difficult for the general public to understand 
that Freemasonry is structured in such as way 
that its highest “Masonic Authority” rests within 
the Grand Lodge for each state, province, or 
jurisdiction.

Many Masonic writers express their opinions, and 
with the help of the internet, those views may be 
widely distributed, and even treated as “Masonic 
Authority.” Sometimes, when reading a column 
in the official publication of one of the national 
Masonic -related organizations, a perception 
might be created that these organizations - not 
Grand Lodges - are speaking for Freemasonry.

In both cases, they are only speaking for 
themselves, as individuals or organizations. 
Their opinions are not authoritiave for all 
Freemasonry. 

In 2001, the MIC created the Statement on 
Masonic Authority, reprinted in the box on this 
page. It is brief and gives a clear explanation as to 
where ultimate “Masonic Authority” rests.

Who Speaks for Freemasonry?
Masons should know the Answer
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Montana DeMolay Conclave
I want to take this opportunity to inform all 

Masons on the progress of DeMolay in Montana. This 
has been an exciting year for Montana DeMolay with 
the reinstitution of Highland Chapter in Butte and the 
potential reinstitution of A.D. McDonald Chapter in 
Kalispell.   We are growing!

For our annual Conclave this year, we tried 
something new by moving conclave from July to 
October. This is a first for MT DeMolay and we are 
hoping to make it a tradition.  That weekend gave us 
the opportunity to have more participation as most of 
our kids are back in town from summer vacation and 
all youth across the state had Thursday and Friday 
off for teacher’s conferences.   Another change was 
shortening Conclave to 2 days rather than 3.   In the 
past, 3 days has given us more down time than we 
needed, so this will also gave us an opportunity to 
have everyone more engaged.

D.A.D. Dan Massey of Billings Montana was 
in charge of planning our Conclave and what an 
exceptional job he did. He had a packed weekend 
of Ritual Competitions, sports activities, and 
brotherhood. One of our newest initiates, Brother 
Sam Connelly, who is from R.C. Jensen Chapter in 
Bozeman won our 1st Preceptor ritual competition.   
Brother Sam is literally brand new and was initiated 
less than 2 months ago.  That goes to show how much 
influence this organization has on our young boys!  

DeMolay had positive growth this year and won an 
award from DeMolay International for meeting this 
milestone.  What this means, is DeMolay in Montana 
initiated more boys than were received their Majority.   
DeMolays cease to be active members at the age of 21.   
This is great for DeMolay and we hope to continue 
this into the future.   

Our Grand Master, Most Worshipful Brother 
Thom Chisholm was present on Friday evening to 
give a speech to the boys and to present the secretary 
of the year award. Thank you Brother Chisholm for 
attending our formal opening!

Three boys across the state were installed on 
Saturday night as State Officers. Justin Johnson 
of Helena was installed as Deputy State Master 
Councilor, Seth Liston from Helena was installed as 

State Scribe, and Danny Johnson of Sydney was 
installed as State Ritual Director. Congratulations to 
these three and may you have a stellar year.

Again I want to thank all Montana Masons for 
their support of this amazing organization. Together 
we are strong.

Shawn Ratchford 

Shawn Ratchford (3)
Ritual Advisor- E.C. Day Chapter

State Master Councilor Jacob McDonald (90) 
and MWGM Thom Chisholm

 MWGM Thom Chisholm presenting Secretary Award to 
Earl Bricker (37) with Reid Gardiner, Grand Secretary
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Ross C. Jensen Chapter after winning the traveling gavel

Katrina Jandro, State Sweetheart
  & Jacob McDonald

Tony Marcotte

Installation Team
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Chapter MOM Chris Wilhelm, Edward C. Day chapter and MOM Jade Allen, William D. Cummings receiving Advisor of the Year award from Sam Whitehead (3), Exeuctive Officer, Montana DeMolay.

State Master Councilor Jacob McDonald (90) 
and Grand Secretary, Reid Gardiner (3)

J.D. Olsen (105), State Chapter D.A.D.

 with 

Sam Whitehead (3),

 E.O. Montana DeMolay.

Sam Whitehead (3), E.O., Jacob McDonald (90), State Master Counclor and J.D. Olsen (105), State Chapter D.A.D.
 Jacob McDonald (90), State Master Counclor giving a pep 

talk before the Ritual Compitition.

 Jacob McDonald (90), State Master Counclor getting ready 
to open the State Chapter.
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Legion of Honor
On September 15, 2013 our 

Grand Secretary, Right Worshipful 
Brother Reid Gardiner received 
a distinguished DeMolay award.  
He was invested in the Legion 
of Honor, which is the highest 
honor conferred by DeMolay 
International. It’s conferred on 
a Senior DeMolay, or honorary 
adults for outstanding leadership 
in some field of endeavor or for 
success in fraternal life, including 
adult service to DeMolay. 

Brother Reid has been a great help to the Order of 
DeMolay in Montana over the last couple of years, 
providing support to our local and state chapters, 
giving his time in providing Masonic History to our 
boys, and by providing assistance to the Executive 
Officer and the staff of Montana DeMolay.

This honor is only a small token of Montana 
DeMolays appreciation for all that Brother Reid has 
done for our great order and the Masonic Family in 
general. Without his support, and the support of all 
our adult leaders, Montana DeMolay would not be 
here today.

From all of the DeMolays across the state of 
Montana, we want to thank you, Brother Reid, and 
hope you will continue your support for years to 
come!

Respectfully submitted

Sam Whitehead
Sam Whitehead
Executive Officer 
Montana DeMolay 
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State Master Councilor Jacob McDonald (90), 
Reid Gardiner (3) & Sam Whitehead (3), E.O. 

Montana DeMolay

Bruce Lahti (34), Grand Treasurer, Commander 
in the East and Reid Gardiner (3) 
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Do you know anyone like this?

“Everywhere a few are found to stand firmly and unflinchingly at their posts, to front 
and defy the danger, not for money, or to be honored for it, or to protect their own 
household; but from mere humanity, and to obey the unerring dictates of duty. They 
nurse the sick, breathing the pestilential atmosphere of the hospital. They explore the 
abodes of want and misery. With the gentleness of woman, they soften the pains of the 
dying, and feed the lamp of life in the convalescent. They perform the last sad offices 
to the dead; and they seek no other reward than the approval of their own consciences.

These are the true Knights of the present age: these, and the captain who remains 
at his post on board his shattered ship until the last boat, loaded to the water's edge 
with passengers and crew, has parted from her side; and then goes calmly down with 
her into the mysterious depths of the ocean: the pilot who stands at the wheel while 
the swift flames eddy round him and scorch away his life: the fireman who ascends 
the blazing walls, and plunges amid the flames to save the property or lives of those 
who have upon him no claim by tie of blood, or friendship, or even of ordinary 

acquaintance: these, and others like these: all men, who, set at the post of duty, stand there manfully; to die, if 
need be” (Albert Pike, Morals & Dogma, p. 580).

Trustworthiness          Respect          Responsibility          Fairness          Caring          Citizenship
Empathy            Courage            Fortitude            Honesty            Loyalty 

“What the statesman is most anxious to produce is a certain moral character in his fellow citizens, namely a 
disposition to virtue and the performance of virtuous actions”-Aristotle 

Character                Ethics                Virtue                Morality

“Masons must be kind and affectionate one to another. Frequenting the same temples, kneeling at the same 
altars, they should feel that respect and that kindness for each other, which their common relation and common 
approach to one God should inspire. There needs to be much more of the spirit of the ancient fellowship among 
us; more tenderness for each other's faults, more forgiveness, more solicitude for each other's improvement 
and good fortune; somewhat of brotherly feeling, that it be not shame to use the word "brother."

Nothing should be allowed to interfere with that kindness and affection: neither the spirit of business, 
absorbing, eager, and overreaching, ungenerous and hard in its dealings, keen and bitter in its competitions, 
low and sordid in its purposes; nor that of ambition, selfish, mercenary, restless, circumventing, living only 
in the opinion of others, envious of the good fortune of others, miserably vain of its own success, unjust, 
unscrupulous, and slanderous” (Albert Pike, Morals & Dogma, pp. 122-123).

So, do you know anyone like this?

“Perfection is the aim of operative Masonry. Happiness is the aim of speculative Masonry” 
                                                                                                                                          ~William Preston

Until next time, we wish you much happiness!

The Unknown Mason

Please email us your thoughts at TheUnknownMason@gmail.com

On being a Man, a Mason, and the Captain of your own Ship
The Unknown Mason
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Behind This Door 
Lies A Treasure Trove 

Of Historic 
Montana Artifacts

The Montana Masonic Foundation

Invites You To Explore 

Our All New Expanded 

Museum

425 N Park Avenue  Helena, Montana
406 442-7774

   Meriwether Lewis’ Masonic
apron, which he carried on the 
Corps of Discovery trek across 
the country, is displayed along 
with two painting depicting the 
first Masonic meeting in the 
Territory, now the State of 
Montana.

   This British drum with its 
original drum sticks was played 
in both the Revolutionary and 
Civil Wars.

   The Grand Masters’ Lion Paw signet ring is made of gold 
mined at Alder Gulch, Virigina City, Montana in 1887 by Samuel 
Word who was one of the first lawyers admitted to practice in 
Montana on December 4, 1864. 
   These are but a few of the treasures waiting for you to discover 
at the site of one of Helena’s first gold claims.

Call for more information: 406 442-7774    
     

WWW.grandlodgemontana.org
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50 Year Membership Awards  
July 01 through December 31, 2013

William G. Darnell  Billings No. 113 
James H. Pomeroy  Euclid No. 58 
Paul E. Fischer  Rimrock No. 149 
Dennis J. Brown  Lavina Temple No. 101 
Thomas A. Kerr  Victor No. 149 
Ralph D. Mower  Bigfork No. 150 
Richard H. Lower  Three Forks No. 73 
James R. Sayler  Missoula No. 13 
Melvin Williamson  Ottawa No. 51 
Bruce E. Getter  Cut Bank No. 82 
Wilmer E. Schuh  Ashlar No. 29
Jimmie J. Sorrows  Mt Jefferson No. 56
Tom Sharpe (34)  Cascade No. 34 
David C. Boulter  Butte No. 22 
David E. Wagner  Billings No. 113 
Elbert C. Fazenbaker  Helena No. 3 
James W. Treweek  Kalispell No. 42 
Rodger C. Johnson  Dillon No. 16
Alfred Hodkinson  North Star No. 46
Douglas L. Bensley  Delta No. 128 
Willard N. Hanks Jr.  Morning Star No. 5 
Mitchell A. Lovely  Ottawa No. 51 
James F. Jacobsen  Chinook No. 50 
Ernest Tompkins Jr  Friendship No. 37
Billy G. Spivey  Ottawa No. 51

The 50 year Awar for the members above have been
mailed to the Lodges for presentation.
There are currently 79 50-Year Awards that have been
mailed to Lodges for presentation that have not
reported that the member was presented the 50 Year
Award.

The Montana Masonic Foundation has expanded 
the Reading Awareness program to include Kindles 
for Kids. The cost per Kindle from the lodge will 
be $43.00 the Foundation will match the other half. 
Requests for matching funds for Kindles must be 
received prior to December 12th. 

The instructions and updated forms are included 
with the mailing, and have been mailed to the 
Worshipful Master of each Lodge and are available 
at the Grand Lodge Website. Remember to have your 
District Officer review the form before mailing it in.

Lodges will have the opportunity to continue with 
Bikes for Books or Kindles for Kids or a combination 
of both. The match for funds is still a maximum of 
$750.00.

Under the Kindles for Kids program all Kindles will 
be purchased by the Montana Masonic Foundation, 
the lodge will send its match check to the Foundation 
and received the Kindles.  A change to the Bikes for 
Books program: the District Officer will now have to 
sign off on the application form that it is “correct” and 
the process is followed.
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5448 - Ronald F. Barron  10/25/2013 Livingston No. 32, Doric No. 53
        Diamond City No. 7
4338 - Kenneth Temple  09/30/2013 Bozeman No.18 
1360 - Royden D. Humbert  09/29/2013 Livingston No.32 
1189 - Arthur O. Hightower  09/23/2013 Missoula No. 13 
3205 - Fred Phillippi   09/15/2013 North Star No. 46 
1054 - Hugh F. Hastings Jr.  09/13/2013 Meridian No. 105 
2040 - Leland Lewis   09/13/2013 Sheridan No. 20 
2041 - Leonard L. Lewis  09/13/2013 Ekalaka No. 120
3538 - Louis L. Rogers  09/06/2013 Mission Valley No. 78 
5603 - Leroy N. Biesheuvel  09/05/2013 Powder River No. 135 
5205 - J. Jerry Amestoy  09/01/2013 August No. 54 
5558 - Theodore J. Benson Sr. 09/01/2013 Bozeman No. 18 
6820 - Fred A. Carmony  09/01/2013 Golden Eagle No. 66 
6250 - Kenneth B. Courtnage  08/31/2013 Pilgrim No. 102 
2205 - Shirley A. Mackey  08/29/2013 Eureka No. 93 
1053 - Eugene B. Hastings  08/25/2013 Gallatin No. 6 
2122 - Francis Loomer  08/17/2013 North Star No. 46 
199 - George W. Domasco  08/16/2013 Three Forks No.73 
4915 - John P. Wright   08/13/2013 Stillwater No. 62 
352 - Edward W. Emery  08/12/2013 Pondera No. 80 
2858 - William D. Newton  08/05/2013 North Star No. 46 
5684 - Ervin L. Booth   08/01/2013 Unity No. 71 
1087 - Donald S. Heaney  07/31/2013 Mission Valley No. 78 
6387 - Vincent E. Filimon  07/31/2013 Ashlar No. 29 
1644 - Henry L. Kastl Jr.  07/30/2013 Ashlar No. 29 
2255 - Charles W. Mann  07/30/2013 Victor No. 73 
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A Story Worth Sharing
We were inspired to share this story, which we 

heard recently.

Toward the end of a poetry luncheon, where 
attendees were sharing some of their favorite poems, 
a man named Taylor Stockdale took his turn. He 
is the son of Vice Admiral James Stockdale USN 
(Ret.). Admiral Stockdale was shot down over North 
Vietnam on 9 September 1965, and was captured 
and held as a Prisoner of War until his release on 12 
February 1973. During 7¼ years in captivity, he was 
tortured, beaten and held under unimaginably brutal 
conditions as the highest ranking naval officer in the 
“Hanoi Hilton”. He was kept in solitary confinement, 
in total darkness, for four years, chained in heavy, 
abrasive leg irons for two years, denied medical 
treatment for the leg he broke when he landed after 
ejecting when shot down. Through it all, Stockdale’s 
captors held out the promise of better treatment if he 
would only admit that the United States was engaging 
in criminal behavior against the Vietnamese people; 
but Stockdale refused. 

Drawing strength from principles of stoic 
philosophy, he heroically resisted. His courage was 
an inspiration to his fellow POWs, with whom he 
communicated in an ingenious code, maintaining 
unit cohesion and morale. Upon his release in 1973, 
Stockdale’s extraordinary heroism became widely 
known, and he received the Medal of Honor.

Taylor Stockdale said that when asked what one 
thing helped him tolerate his captivity, his father said, 
“Poetry.” Taylor then recited a poem his father taught 
him. The poem, “Prayer of an Unknown Confederate 
Soldier,” was found on the body of a Confederate 
soldier after the battle at Fort Sumter.

VADM James Stockdale sees his wife and three sons
for the first time in nearly eight years.

PRAYER OF AN UNKNOWN 
CONFEDERATE SOLDIER

I asked for strength that I might achieve; I was made 
weak that I might learn humbly to obey.

I asked for health that I might do greater things; I 
was given infirmity that I might do better things.

I asked for riches that I might be happy; I was 
given poverty that I might be wise.

I asked for power that I might have the praise of 
men; I was given weakness that I might feel the need 
of God.

I asked for all things that I might enjoy life; I was 
given life that I might enjoy all things.

I got nothing that I asked for but everything that 
I had hoped for.

Almost despite myself my unspoken prayers were 
answered; I am, among all men, most richly blessed.

Reprinted from: Crossroads of the Corps, the Magazine 
of the Marines’ Memorial Association, Fall 2013 · 
Volume 79 No. 3
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are at an equal state and it matters not whether they 
were rich and powerful, or poor and oppressed.  Our 
challenge then is to strive for equality among the 
living and not wait until death equalizes all. 
 

Butte Valley put on the conferral of the 4th 
Degree and communication of the degrees to 
the 14th.  They had two bright, young candidates 
who wanted to understand what life had to offer 
and how to have a fulfilling one.  All of us at 
that communication discussion were challenged 
and energizes as we discussed the lessons of 
those degrees.  This insightful education is what 
Scottish Rite Freemasonry offers to its members.  I 
encourage the members to come to the reunions 
and educational discussions to drink from the cup 
of learning.  I think you will find that the lessons 
presented are unquestionably relevant to our world 
now.

I am pleased to announce the names of the 
brothers in the Orient of Montana who have 
been selected to receive the 33° Inspector General 
Honorary and the Knights Commander Court of 
Honour.  

The new 33° recipients are:  
Stephen Marsh, Billings Valley; 
Rilling Williams, Great Falls Valley, 
Roger Sherman, Great Falls Valley; 
Leslie Saisbury, Helena Valley; 
Douglas Stam, Western Montana Valley 
Richard Aspinwall, Great Falls Valley.

The new KCCH’s are:
Llewellyn Fletcher, Billings Valley
Michael Walker, Great Falls Valley
Robert Snow, Billings Valley
Leonard Reed, Great Falls Valley
Kevin Olson, Butte Valley
Don Holland, Billings Valley
William Jolly, Western MT Valley
Christopher Rubich,  Billings Valley
Leonard Seymour, Great Falls Valley
Ted Bush, Helena Valley
Terry Davis, Butte Valley
Marshall Gingery, Helena Valley
Jesse Gross, Western MT Valley
Thomas Hornung, Billings Valley
Keith Head, Great Falls Valley
John Samouce, Western MT Valley
Daniel Lehn, Western MT Valley
James Matovich, Western MT Valley
Charles Stein, Jr., Great Falls Valley 

THE RITE CORNER

David L. Nielsen, Deputy in Montana

“Life’s Lessons”

As we get back to our usual fall routine from 
a summer break, I want to share with you my 
experiences and lessons learned.  On the 4th of 
July my wife and I flew to Manaus, Brazil to join a 
medical mission team that was formed through our 
church and a local doctor (who happens to be my 
personal physician).  We traveled up the Rio Negro, 
one of the tributaries of the Amazon, and went to 
eight villages only accessible by boat.  Though I did 
not have medical skills to offer, my wife, having 
been a clinic nurse for 20 years was great.  My job 
was to help whenever and whatever.  I did use my 
rough juggling skills to entertain the people waiting 
in the queue.

We expected to see poverty in the villages but 
except for pictures in solicitations for money I had 
never looked into the face of “poor” people in other 
countries.  I saw smiling, welcoming faces that liked 
to laugh and enjoy life.  The Brazilians are proud and 
sometimes slightly vain in their appearance.  They 
like to dress nice and not show anything that is not 
attractive.  Some of the older people who had severe 
decaying teeth would not allow fluoride treatment 
because they did not want the dental hygienist to 
see their poor teeth.  Having a culture with vanity is 
certainly not confined to Brazil.
 

Getting to laugh with them, pray with them and 
sing with them made me rethink what is “poor.”  If 
poor is not having a nice large house, three cars, a 
boat and more than one gun, then they are poor.  If 
a person’s wealth is defined as having strong family, 
supportive community and friends, and fulfillment 
of life, then the Brazilians in these isolated villages 
are definitely rich and not poor.
 

In Scottish Rite we learn that after death, people 
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The Group
Ernest G. Jackson

Bald Creek #397, North Carolina

Since time began, groups of people have banded 
together for betterment. As this developed, self-
improvement became free thinking and independence 
on one hand, and of the group, membership, standards 
and values, brotherhood, ideas and ideals on the 
other. Both seemed important for self-improvement.

Perceptions began. What are the needs of man? 
Freedom? Control? Knowledge? Different parts of the 
group began their own organizations. 

A statement of one organization became, “We take 
good men and make them better.” This standard 
of quality over quantity was achieved with limits. 
Membership was based not on position, profession, 
or wealth, but on development within.

An example of development is the ability to think and 
to love. This development means learning, becoming, 
the realization of ideas and ideals of individual and 
group development. 

Development, as with many endeavors, usually isn’t 
achieved without failures, of things that shouldn’t 
happen, but they can.  Failures require thought 
processes to resolve, an effort of learning.

Another important development is in the learning, 
knowing, and acceptance of self. The process creates 
a satisfaction, the love and happiness that begins 
from within, and becomes with sharing. The process 
creates a purpose of freedom.

Knowing the self assists a person in becoming 
what they have been given, choose, and create, of 
responsibility for thoughts and actions.  As we each 
experience this freedom of thought, this opportunity 
of freedom, freedom also becomes an obligation, 
of giving the same rights and responsibilities to 
everyone. The rights and responsibilities of freedom 
of thought is a basis of freedom. 

The problems of society, the threats to our freedoms 
in a troubled world, can be resolved. Creative solutions 
are related to freedom of thought. 

New Craftsmen to the Quarries

 

  Belgrade Lodge - 68 / 4
7399 - Allen C. Sevareid Jr. Raised - 07/23/2013
   
  Diamond City Lodge - 7 / 5
7260 - Clive H. Townsend Raised - 08/10/2013

  Bozeman Lodge - 18 / 5
7590 - Cahill M. Maffei Raised - 08/14/2013
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     ith the Holiday Season quickly upon us, I would like to take a 
moment to bid everyone the warmest of wishes for a thankful, peaceful, 
and prosperous year end.  This time of year brings about many time 
honored traditions in our home, state, and nation.  Some of my personal 
favorites are the lighting of the nation’s Christmas tree, the Macy’s 
Thanksgiving Day Parade, the views of the trees covered with hoarfrost 
near the river bottom, and the gathering of family and friends.  These 
activities provide timeless memories and create the foundations of our 
American culture.  I trust everyone has the opportunity to partake of 
such delightful traditions to strengthen our souls and remind us of the 
truly important things in life.

 

This year, the Chisholm family is going to take part in a new element 
of the holidays.  For the first time ever, Brandy and I are not going to 
attend one of our large family Thanksgiving Day dinners and celebrations.  
Instead, we have opted to spend Thanksgiving Day preparing, cooking, 
and serving a traditional turkey dinner at the local community center.  I 
am somewhat hesitant about this enterprise, as it takes me away from a 
nearly 50 year tradition of my family’s dinner gathering.  However, I feel 
the need for a change, and this provides an opportunity to give of myself 
for someone else.  It is exciting to think about the change.

 

Whatever your plans, traditions, and activities may be; may the Great 
Architect of the Universe guide and bless you and your family.  Have a 
safe and wonderful Holiday Season. From our family to yours; Happy 
Thanksgiving, Merry Christmas, and Happy New Year!

-the Chisholm’s

Thom, Brandy, Kolby, Carson, and Duncan
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